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Robert K. Ritner

As lecturer for the March 2006 tour “Ancient Egypt and Libya,” Robert K. Ritner led the Orien-
tal Institute’s first formal return to Libya since 1958, when Carl Kraeling completed three seasons 
of excavations at Ptolemais in the region of Cyrenaica. Among the many sites visited, the tour 
explored Ptolemais, saw the Institute’s former dig house, and benefited from a site guide who 
had worked with Kraeling. Unique among the newly feasible tours to Libya, Ritner’s selections 
and lectures emphasized the oft ignored connections between Egypt and Libya, beginning with 
predynastic depictions in the Cairo Museum and concluding with visits to comparable prehistoric 
rock art in the Acacus Mountains in far southwest Libya. Special additions to the tour included 
visits with the Potsdam archaeological team re-excavating Bubastis, seat of the Libyan Twenty-
second Dynasty, the first public visit to Steven Snape’s ongoing excavation site of Zawiyet Umm 
el-Rakham, a fort built by Ramesses II to limit Libyan incursions, and an unhindered view of this 
year’s total solar eclipse in the Libyan desert.

Ritner’s lecture schedule continued unabated during the year. For the North Texas Chapter of 
the American Research Center in Egypt in Dallas, Ritner provided an evening lecture on “Magic 
and Medicine in Theory and Practice in Ancient Egypt” (October 7). The next day he conducted 
for the group an all-day seminar of seven lectures on Egyptian religion: “Creation Stories,” “The 
Great Deities of Mythology,” “How a Temple Works,” “The Funerary Cult,” “Curses and Love 
Charms,” “The Curse of Akhenaton,” and “Traditional Egyptian Religion in the Greek, Roman, 
and Coptic Eras” (October 8). For the traveling exhibit Ancient Egypt: The Quest for Immortal-
ity, he spoke on “The Magic of Egyptian Art” at the Dayton Art Institute (October 23) and at the 
Public Museum of Grand Rapids (April 13). In conjunction with the exhibit The Art of Medicine 
in Ancient Egypt at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, he lectured on “Magic within 
the Medical Practices of Ancient Egypt” (November 6). In late May, he was filmed by Tower 
Productions as an on-screen commentator for a forthcoming documentary on Egyptian magic des-
tined for The History Channel.

Publications during the course of the year included “The Cardiovascular System in Egyptian 
Thought,” in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 65/2, and two additions to recent Oriental Institute 
Publications: “Scarab” in The Amuq Valley Regional Projects, 1995–2002, Volume 1: The Ori-
ental Institute Surveys in the Plain of Antioch, Turkey (OIP 131), edited by Kutlu Aslıhan Yener; 
and an editorial “Preface” in The Egyptian Coffin Texts, Volume 8, by James P. Allen (OIP 
132). For World Book Encyclopedia, he contributed articles on “Seti I” and “Ramses II.” On the 
Oriental Institute’s Web site he posted “The Lost Land of Nubia: Egypt’s Southern Neighbor in 
Africa.”

In addition to various university, Oriental Institute, and departmental committee duties, Rit-
ner’s year was dominated by teaching. He taught eight courses on aspects of Old Egyptian, Egyp-
tian History, Demotic, Ptolemaic Hieroglyphs, and Coptic and continued to serve as Graduate 
Counselor for the ancient fields in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations. 

——————————

Oğuz Soysal

In 2005/2006 O©uz Soysal continued working on the Chicago Hittite Dictionary. He spent most 
of his time writing articles on words beginning with ta- and te-. Aside from this, his research ac-
tivities have continued to focus on Hittite history and the Hattian language. The following articles 
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were published in 2005/2006: “On the Origin of 
the Royal Title tabarna / labarna,” Anatolica 31 
(2005): 189–209 (also as short report in News-
letter of the Department of Archaeology & His-
tory of Art of the Bilkent University 4 [2005]: 
31); “Beiträge zur althethitischen Geschichte 
(III). Kleine Fragmente historischen Inhalts,” 
Zeitschrift für Assyriologie 95 (2005):121–44; 
Review of Taboos and Prohibitions in Hittite 
Society, by Y. Cohen, (THeth 24), Journal of 
the Near Eastern Studies 65 (2006): 129–34. 
In addition, six other articles — one on necrology 
— and one review have been written and are waiting 
for publication.

Between May and June 2006 he visited An-
kara, Turkey, where he worked for a short time 
with his colleague Rukiye Akdo©an on the un-
published Bo©azköy-Tablets (AnAr) which 
were purchased and deposited at the Ankara 
Museum. The fragments are small, but interest-
ing in their content. On the same trip, Soysal 
had the opportunity to visit the Hittite capital 
Bo©azköy again after some twenty-five years.

——————————

Gil J. Stein

From July 28 to August 18, 2005, at the ‰anlıurfa Museum, in southeast Turkey, Gil J. Stein 
worked with Oriental Institute Museum Preparator Erik Lindahl to design and assemble a new 
permanent exhibit of artifacts recovered from his excavations at Hacınebi, Turkey.

Located at a strategic ford on the Euphrates River, Hacınebi was a local Anatolian town where 
merchants from the Uruk culture of southern Mesopotamia established a trading colony in about 
3700 b.c. — the Late Chalcolithic period. This commercial expansion of Uruk Mesopotamia at 
Hacınebi and other sites in Turkey, Syria, and Iran formed the world’s earliest known colonial 
network. Stein’s excavations at Hacınebi during six field seasons from 1992 to 1997 revealed the 
traces of both the trading colony and its Anatolian host community, thereby allowing him to in-
vestigate relations between the two groups, and the actual workings of this colonial system. After 
spending the following five summer seasons analyzing and recording the excavated materials in 
‰anlıurfa, he was finally ready to prepare a museum exhibit.

The ‰anlıurfa Museum Director, Mr. Eyüp Bucak, invited Stein and Lindahl to install this 
exhibit and generously made display cases available to us in the museum’s pre- and proto-historic 
gallery. They worked in tandem with University of Chicago (and Oriental Institute) alumnus 
Guillermo Algaze, who was preparing a museum exhibit of finds from his excavations at the 
Bronze Age urban center of Titri®.

The main focus of the Hacınebi exhibit was to display and explain the direct archaeological 
evidence for the presence of an ancient Mesopotamian trading colony at this local Anatolian set-
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